
               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dimmick Tops       Spelling Bee News 
Prairie Conference          by Suzan 

By Grant 
In Boys’ Basketball, the B team got 3rd in the                        The Dimmick Spelling Bee was held  

Prairie Conference Tournament after losing     on January 30 in the Dimmick Gym.  

a tough game against Lostant.  We did get                                         The sixth, seventh, and eighth graders 

our revenge after beating Lostant in the                                             participated.  It was very exciting. 

A team championship.  The top three scorers                                    Spelling Bee went for 7 rounds and only 

 on the B team for this year were:                  21 words were left on the list!  The final 

 Grant G.--161 points, Jake D.--141 points,     two spellers were Brady and Emily.   

and Jake T.--25 points.  The top three     Brady spelled anticoagulant; Emily 

scorers for the A team were Clay V.--323 points,    spelled conundrum.  Brady then  

Jake D.--84 points, and Grant G.--62 points.    misspelled palatable; Emily spelled it    

The B team in conference went five wins and    correctly then spelled analogize.  She 

three losses on the year. (5-3) The A team had    was the winner.  Thanks to Mrs. Ficek  

seven wins and three losses for the year. (7-3)    Mrs. Conerton for judging and  

Thanks to Coach Foster and Coach Hopps     pronouncing.  Emily will represent  

for the great season!       Dimmick at the LaSalle County Spelling 

         Bee on Saturday, February 20 at Ottawa 

                                                                                                            High School in Ottawa. 

This month’s newsletter 
was written by the 7th grade 
English Class.  Be sure to check out the last page.

Dimmick Times 
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Kindergarten News 
               By Allison 

Some of the Kindergarten’s robust 
vocabulary this month are:  drooped, jolly, 
joyous, spontaneously, fantasy, reality, and 
thrill.  In science, they are talking about weight 
and sound, heat and light.  In math, they are 
comparing numbers.  They like to read, David’s 
Drawings in their reading book which explains a 
boy who draws a picture and then everyone in 
the class adding to the picture.  After they make 
a drawing, they hang it up on the bulletin board.  
They are starting to write more as they sound 
out the letters and use a high frequency word 
wall with up to 42 words.  In social studies, they 
are making lists for shopping and talking about 
different kinds of shelter.  They were excited to 
celebrate the 100th day of school and are looking 
forward to Valentine’s Day. 

First Grade News 
By Maria 

The first graders have been reading about 
interesting subjects such as elephants that paint.  
That’s right!  Some elephants have become 
painters.  They hold the brush in their trunk 
and paint on a canvas.  They sell their paintings 
to raise funds for their zoo. 

In math, they have learned doubles plus one.  
They are studying congruent shapes and 
making pictographs. 

They worked really hard when they did the 
Winter AIMS test and are looking forward to 
exchanging valentines and having a fun party. 

CURRICULUM FAIR NIGHT AT DIMMICK SCHOOL 
Don’t forget to come to the Dimmick School Curriculum Fair on Friday, 
February 19, 2010 from 6:30-8:00 PM.  All the classes will have 
something on display.  The junior high will have their Academic Fair, 
History Fair, and Science Fair projects on display.  There will be 
demonstrations of Robotics, movies, and so much more.  Refreshments 
will be served.  It will kick off the PTO Spaghetti Dinner and Book Fair 
on Sunday, February 21 from 11:00-2:00.  The public is invited to both 
events. 



Dimmick Girls Cheer on to Victory 
By Rachel 

The 7th and 8th grade cheerleaders learned a bunch of new cheers this season.  The coach, Ms. Wrobel, 
and her friend,  Lindsey, taught the Dimmick cheerleaders new floor cheers, and sideline cheers.  The 
girls were excited to learn these new cheers.  They finished with a good season. 

                 The A team cheerleaders are:  Rachel G., Harmony, Katie, and 
Addison.  

The B team cheerleaders are: Samantha Bernard,  

Rachel S.,   Baylee, Cassie, and Michelle.    

     

  

        
Birthdays 

by Brandon 

 
       January Birthdays     February Birthdays 

Kaitlynn B.   January 9   Jake D.  February 3 

Alyssa R.   January 26   Aatmik P.  February 4 

Samantha R.  January 27   Max B.  February 5 

Cassie T.  January 28   Samantha B.  February 21 

Alex E.  January 29    Peyton L.   February 22 

Alex D.  January 30   Baylee G.  February 26 

       Olivia M.  February 26 

Kaden G.  February 27 

 

 



 

 

 

        

The Second Graders are very busy. They 
are almost finished learning how to write all the 
lower case letters in cursive.  

In math, they have gotten very good at 
adding three 2-digit numbers together. Now, 
they are learning how to tell time by 5 minutes 
intervals.  

In spelling they have been making 
Wordles using their spelling words.  

The Second Grade room is full of 
decorations. It has penguins, dinosaurs, and 
their spelling Wordles.  They can’t wait until 
Valentine’s Day. 
 

Second Grade News   
                    by Addison 

Third Grade Notes  
                   by Taylor


The third grade students have been working extremely 
hard.  We enjoyed learning about Martin Luther King 
and his legacy.   

 Our class went to watch the Junior High 
students saw participate in the Spelling Bee.  Good job 
to all! 

The class learned about internet safety from 
office Craig Graham.  Another educational program we 
participated in was the IVCH Health promotion 
program.  We learned the importance of exercising and 
eating healthy foods. 

 Congratulations to Matt on winning the schools 
Hoop Shoot contest for the 8 and 9 year olds.  He went 
to Northbrook School in Mendota on January 9, 2010 
and took first place. He will represent Dimmick School 
on January 30, at Northbrook School in Mendota, for 
regional, Good Luck Matt! 

Third graders wanted to let everyone know that 
they enjoyed the 2 snow days. 
 



 

   Fourth Grade Travels 
              by Brandon 

Fourth Graders recently attended the  

“Raptor Awareness” program held at the YMCA.  

 The students learned about birds of prey and  

what they look like. They especially enjoyed when  

the birds flew over the heads of the  

audience. It fit in well with the science unit. 

In science and math they are learning  

about animal adaptations and how to multiply  

three digit numbers by one digit numbers.  It sure  

helps to know those multiplication facts. 

The student have formed two separate  

book clubs in which the boys are reading  

Attack of the Growling Eye Balls by Lin Oliver  

and the girls are reading Boys are Dogs by Leslie Margo. 
 

 

                 5th Grade Classroom News 
by Kendra 

In reading/language arts the fifth graders started a 
book club after Christmas. The girls are reading Dragon Slippers 
by Jessica Day George. The boys have just finished The Castle in 
the Attic by Elizabeth Winthrop and will be starting its sequel 
soon. Both groups are working on projects for their novel. The 
girls are making dioramas and the boys are building a castle. 
These will be on display on the night of the Academic Fair, 
February 19th.  

There work in math has been learning about simple 
probability, finding the mean, mode, range, and median for sets 
of numbers, and subtracting a fraction from one. 

In social studies, the fifth graders have learned how trade 
long ago brought new ideas to different cultures. They will be 
studying the “Age of Exploration” next. 

 After reviewing photosynthesis in science, the fifth grade 
will learn about the water cycle and the nitrogen cycle in 
nature.      



 

 

 

By Cassie 
 

 

 

Eighth Grade –Harmony Blessie, Abby Turczyn 

 

Seventh Grade – Brandon Glynn, Grant Goskusky, Baylee Guthrie, Kendra Jurkas, Allison Korsan 

 

Sixth Grade – Tiana Kilanowski, Ivan Quintero, Tyler Roberts 

 

Fifth Grade – Rachel Hass, Daniel Meagher, Preston Smith 

 

Fourth Grade – Max Brager, Brantley Ernat, Brycen Kellet, Jacob Theesfeld 

 

 

Eighth Grade – Rachel Guynn, Olivia Mueller  

 

Seventh Grade – Emily Ernat, Addison Lijewski, Michelle Reese, Maria Robinson, Jon Rossman, Cassie 
Turczyn 

 

Sixth Grade – Aaron Bauer, Wiley Brager, Jake Doyle, Brady Gerber, Aatmik Patel, Zoe Postula, Alyssa 
Rossman, Jake Temple 

 

Fifth Grade – Alicia Ellerbrock 

 

Fourth Grade – Mackenzie Brady, Kathryn Skoog 



  

     
B. G- When is your birthday? 

 M W- September 6th  

 

B. G- How long have you been a teacher? 
MW - 5 years. 

  

B.G- What is your favorite thing about being a teacher?  

MW- Teaching social studies. 

  

B.G- What is your favorite food? 

MW- Fried chicken. 

  

B.G- What is your favorite sport? 

MW- Basketball 

 

B.G- As a teacher, what do you want your students  

to remember you for? 

MW- Activities and projects. 

 

B.G- Why did you want to become a teacher? 

MW- To make social studies exciting. 

 

B.G- What was the funniest thing that’s happened to  

you as a teacher? 

MW- An April Fool’s joke. 

 

B. G-What high school did you go to? 

MW- LP 

 

B.G- What is your hometown? 

MW- LaSalle. 

 

B.G-What do you want to do after you retire? 

MW- Relax. 



                  

By Michelle R. 

The History Fair will be held on Saturday, February 27, at NIU in Dekalb, 
Illinois. The seventh grade students have been working really hard on their 
projects with Ms. Wrobel.  

The following are the 7th grade students and their projects:  

Taylor- Museum of Science and Industry 

Samantha- The Field Museum 

Emily- The Lovejoy Homestead 

Brandon- Fort Dearborn 

Grant- Cahokia Mounds 

Baylee- Iroquois Theatre Fire 

Allison- Eastland Disaster 

Addison- Marshall Fields 

Michelle- Walt Disney 

Maria- Maud Powell 

Jon- IMSA 

Rachel- Shed Aquarium 

Cassie- Chicago Stockyard 

Suzan- Our Lady of the Angels School Fire.  
 

 

 

                                                       By Allison 

The 8th Grade Science Fair will be held at NIU in DeKalb, Illinois on March 12. 

The 8th graders will be presenting their projects for judging.  Good Luck 8th Grade 

Their projects are: 

 Abby T & Olivia—Waterproof Mascara  (Consumer Science) 

 Clay & Jake F.---Hand-Eye Dominance 

 Rachel G.---Visual Distractions 

 Katie---ESP 

 Harmony---Personality Testing 



 
 

by  Addison 
 

In Spanish, seventh and eighth grade have been learning about foods and beverages. For a cultural 
perspective, the students did a search on La Tomatina Festival. La Tomatina is one of Spain’s greatest 
festivals and the world’s largest tomato fight. The festival takes place in Bunol, in the province of Valencia, 
southeastern Spain, on the last Wednesday of August. It is a week-long celebration of festivities in 
anticipation of the tomato fight which is the culmination of the week’s events. On the night before the 
tomato fight, the participants compete in a paella cooking contest. As part of the project, the students found 
a recipe of paella. They listed the ingredients of the paella and then planned a menu for a dinner party where 
the main entrée was paella, all in Spanish. By personalizing the activity, the students became very involved. 
There were comments alluding to the fact that they may want to visit Spain, not only to experience the 
Tomatina Festival but alsso to enjoy the Fiesta de San Fermin and watch the Running of the Bulls in 
Pamplona. In that case, they would have to travel north and in July. 

 

 

   By Suzan 
At Dimmick there is a new website that we love to use that is called Wordle.net. The teachers learned 

about Wordles when Mrs. Rossman was here to do a workshop on technology in the classroom.  The 
teachers showed us how to do a Wordle on Wordle.net.  Dimmick School students couldn’t get enough. Mrs. 
Ficek likes to use Wordles for spelling, reading, and for her students to create for themselves. The 2nd grade 
likes to use it for spelling and writing and just for fun. The 6th grade will be using Wordle in their Academic 
fair on the last page to talk about their topic. The junior high classes have used Wordle for poetry and 
writing as well as spelling.  Everyone who wordles thinks that Wordle is a fun, new and a great way to 
express yourself. Wordle puts your words into a graphic. Wordle is the perfect website for people of all ages 
and with all the designs and colors available there is a Wordle that will look perfect in any room



 

 

Mrs. Liz Mueller is our new girls’ volley ball coach at Dimmick School.  Thank you for the interview and good luck 
with the season. 

 

Q: Did you play volleyball in grade school, high school, or college? 

A: I played in Grade School and High School. 

Q: What position did you play? 

A: I played setter until I was on the varsity team and then I played back row. 

Q: What high-school and what college did you attend?  

A: I attended LP and U of I. 

Q: What other schools have you coached at? 

A: I coached at Trinity Catholic Academy. 

Q: How long did you coach there? 

A: I coached there for 3 years. 

Q: Do you have any other jobs? 

A: Yes, Carus Corporation-full time, and John’s North Star Inn-part time. 

Q: What do you do when you are not coaching? 

A: Spend time with my husband and my dogs. 

Q: Do you have any hobbies? If so, what? 

A: Yes, reading, and walking my dog. 

Q: What are your goals for the team? 

A: To improve every day.  

Q: What do you expect from the players this year? 

A: To work as a team, and to play their hardest each day. 

Q: Do you like coaching here at Dimmick School? 

A: I love coaching. 

Q: Do you plan to coach here next year? 

A: Yes 

Q: Are you having fun coaching here at Dimmick School? 

A: Yes, a lot of fun. 



        

   
  by Taylor       by Maria 

All the reading classes have 

finished reading novels about making        The sixth grade’s Academic fair will be 

hard decisions and survival.  As a     on Friday, February 19, 2010 from  

culminating project, each class planned    6:30-8:00 p.m in room 123, Mrs. Bergandi’s  

trip to the setting of their story.                                room.  It is to introduce the sixth graders to 

All classes have been working on I-SAT    research writing and presentations. Here 

skills in reading and writing.     Are the topics that the students chose to  

6th Grade read From the Mixed Up   research:      

 Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler.  They  

planned trips to Italy and New York City.    Anna- Robert E. Lee 

They also sculpted soap figures.  They    Aaron- Pompeii 

have been working on reports and    Sean- Wolves 

 research for their Academic Fair projects.   Aatmik- Atlantis 

7th Grade read Julie of the Wolves.   Tyler- The Great Chicago Fire 

They are planning a trip to Alaska.     Ivan- Alcatraz 

7th graders have carved soap figures too   Alyssa- The Milky Way 

 They are also writing the newsletter in English.  Jake T. - Ninjas vs. Samurais 

  8th Grade finished reading     Brady- Sparta 

Of Mice and Men.  They planned a trip to    Zoe- Maud Powell 

California to the places that John Steinbeck   Samantha- 1968 

set the story.  They have been practicing   Jake D. - Solar Houses 

writing openings and closings.   If    Casey- Pirates of the Caribbean 

you’re at the end of the hallway,     Tiana- Greek Mythology 

check out the Book Share ties and the    Wiley- Gladiators  

Wordles we’ve done.      Devin- Ancient Roman Engineering  
 

 
 



 

 

          
By: Michelle R.  

 

The Dimmick Band will be playing at the  

LP Band Festival on Thursday, February 18  

at the LP High School. Joining Dimmick at the  

festival will be students from Tonica, LaSalle,  

Peru, and Oglesby. The concert is at  

7:00 p.m. in the LP West Gym.  

The songs they will be playing are:  

Pop Go the Classics, Korean Folk Rhapsody,  

Lexington March, and America the Beautiful.  
 

 

   By Emily 

 
The sixth grade just concluded their studies of the continent of Europe. The sixth grade 

has started various Ancient Egyptian activities such as hands-on activities and creating a 
book.  

The seventh grade has finished their history fair projects. They will be starting the 
Industrial Revolution. In this activity, students will be creating their own inventions. 

The eighth grade is currently involved with the era of the Great Depression. They will 
be creating “Coffee Can Keepsakes” depicting life in these times. 

The Second Semester Perfect Assessments for Social Studies only go to the sixth 
graders this quarter: Aaron B., Brady G., Tiana K., Aatmik P., Zoe P., Alyssa R., and Jake T.   
Great job sixth graders. 

 



 

8th Grade Spotlight  

Interview: Jake F 

      by Grant 

 

Jake F. is the 8th grader in the 

 spotlight this month. 

 

Birthday - April 27, 1996. 

 

Parents-Dave and Cindy 

 

Brother—Austin 

 

Pet—Sammy the cat 

 

Favorite Subject - Science.
    

Favorite Food – Steak.        

 

Favorite Show – The Real World. 

 

Favorite Teacher – Mr. Hofreiter. 

 

Motto – Set your goals low so you’ll never be let down. 

 

Hobbies – Xbox Live and hanging out with my BFF Grant. 

 

What he wants to be when he grows up – Just like Mrs. Bergandi. (cool/funny) 

 

Traits – Observant, realist, (call ‘em like ya’ see ‘em) funny, smart, and handsome. 
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